Role of a Parish Contact

Partnering the Congregation & Seabury Resources for Aging in providing information on services and resources to Older Adults* or their Care-givers       
“Older adults” refers to persons over age 50, 

 in their mid-life, retirement and senior years 
Ideal personal qualities: The Parish Contact IS
Well connected and respected within your congregation,
Someone who knows how to get information to members of the congregation, 
Willing to work in partnership with other churches, 
Interested in helping engage and support older adults, families and caregivers,  
Comfortable with email and internet. 

Responsibilities

Some Parish Contacts:

· organize or participate in programs to help engage or support their older adults or caregivers of any age in their church family
· may be involved with pastoral care or outreach within the local church

All Parish Contacts

· Are asked to keep the Congregation and Clergy informed of services for older adults and caregivers by posting information (bulletin board, announcements or news articles).

· Time Commitment:  Monthly meetings are during the day.  Evening/weekend meetings are held quarterly.  The Parish Contact is asked to commit to attend three meetings/year to exchange ideas/problem-solve with one another. 

· Are asked to send report monthly on hours spent and activities to Congregational Resources. These reports allow Seabury to monitor effectiveness of our services.
Parish Contacts are NOT expected to be experts on aging or caregiving, but through Seabury Resources for Aging can obtain needed information or resources to share with local congregations.
Seabury Resources for Aging will support the Parish Contact by: 
· Providing information and resources to assist congregations about issues around aging (educational programs, sample print materials for bulletins, information and referral, evaluation of needs) 
· Holding regional forums to share “best practices” programs and services.  
· Offering liturgical resources and events that honor the work and wisdom of older adults.
Contact: Annie Shaw, Director of Congregational Resources, Seabury Resources for Aging   by phone:  202-414-6314    or email:   AShaw@seaburyresources.org   
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